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is enshrined in THREE-TIME WINNER OF THE NATIONAL MARSHALL HOPE NEWSLETTER OF THE YEAR AWARD
the National

Wrestling Hall PUBLIC TO RETURN FOR MEMORIAL DAY

of Fame? Find
out on page 3.

The GAR’s
most sacred
day of the year
will have a
crowd like it did
in this 2019
photo, vs. our
small, private
events of the
past two years
forced by the
pandemic.

After two years of having to do Day services at Calvary since at least
only a private ceremony, we will returnto 1957 and 2022 will be a grand reunion of

I};aving a formal, 12}[1jge Metmgrilal the participating groups.

ay commemoration at Cal- .
. Comtay Mmoot Fromthe Lo thark Sapl
ness everything is starting to =~ Commander —

has done for so many years.

Open up more. . PDC Tom Brown Let’s make the return of this
The Camp and Auxiliary event the great occasion that
4 are ready and raring to return it always has been. I would like

will start at 10 a.m. on Monday, May 30. positions like color guard, escort for
al Mass, then our ceremony.

The Camp has held Memorial Continued on page 2

The next Camp meeting will be at 7 p.m. Wednesday, April 13, at the Lions
Clubhouse, 7336 St. James St., Wauwatosa. PDC Tom Brown will have the
patriotic presentation.

%
o
p>
<
B
x
m
T,
a)
<
m
x
e
o
X
§!




LARGE MEMOR]AL DAY EVENT IS BACK—Continuedfrompage1

crowd control. /| WILL HONOR WATROUS The keynote speaker

. . I The Col. Jerome A. Watrous 1 1-

Collins says: “We are !, Tt GARANAY 1 gy g sy g il be Dan Buttery, presi

] : *|the GAR, will honor the Milwau- Park, Schiliz and Marine pom American _
gratlﬁed that we can agaln | kee Civil war hero whose name ﬁ‘oly Cross cemetery, - | ent an of the 1

honor our ClVll War al’lceStOI'S tlthe fortress has adopted. The l(;lm G. llaan post no. 234 Amerlcnn be Waukee County War Memo_

glon,
' [services will be at 10 a. m. at Col. alvary = cemet m. Sons of|

and all our nation’s fallen he- |watrous' grave in Forest Home UT%’r'eX'}f."uln":c'l«?-‘fepe‘;fmé"'y o m . Hugh| rial Center. Buttery was a

. +| cemetery. J. McGrath camp no. 4 nnd nuxlllnr} .
roes, following the two-year i|“rme pace ana tme of other ::‘,’"c'g',;,g":;:f'gmg,,m ma, e COMpany commander in th'e
gap caused by the COVID .|svices and their sponsors, are: |t g, oot S festuaty| Wisconsin National Guard's

‘oodlawn cemetery, udahy, a, m., merican egion ernn rossman pos . .
. .+ e | Cudahy cemetery committee no. 17, l)mu,mer'l of 93
pandemlc‘ All the partl€1pants | Up‘l‘?u"«nr‘:“;’z:} nge:jlnol ',?.',fx e\ill\mukee post sn’;;re 1’:::;( n:(:":l!r}u yJJl ngd Federnl po.!}:} 724th Englneer Battallon
are most eager to resume this  [;suer smeien Veierny admiistra- :‘"ﬁ"""' :f,;\e’:.l'“::.'::':;rl%'ﬁ'a s m May and earned a Bronze Star
rlington, ~ Gracelan vet Aan am cKinley garrison, 114, my . .
unique patriotic event.” S."?:ﬁlo’i":';' fgmsf'l““d Amércan ‘Leflon | a4 Nagy unlon: Neney ‘\b".ﬁ?.‘.m"{‘?.écs&‘. for 300 missions conducted

albert's  ceme post unit mn Junlm- auxiliary no,

He adds: “Hundreds of | c amiaon 5o Krerican Teglhi' | AREHEOLFEE 1 ok 10 0. . during Operation Iraqi

. 5‘{'\""7,“:#,?“eﬁ'&{%"‘"&”ﬂ"% . VFW,| M','\':ﬁ}.'::‘fé'n L;:ne‘;r'\,: ":cvaunaI nvr'x"n.. \lllwau Freedom
people have attended this pa- |sqeisdivee e 7, Thes coln’ couneh“American Lision :
tI‘iOtiC and religious Obser- Wolcott no. 16, Women's PFxllef cnrm N He deployed tO ]:ra.(_‘1
vance in a normal year, and from March 2003 to April

we have 95-year-old tradition 2004.

This 1944 article from the Milwaukee Sentinel lists
our event at Calvary, along with others by Civil War

in Calvary Cemetery. groups and later organizations. Jerome Watrous Our event also will

The concelebrated djedin 1918. feature the First Brigade
Mass will be led by the Most Band playing original Civil
Rev. James T. Schuerman, an War instruments, firing of a

auxiliary bishop of the Milwaukee Archdiocese. cannon by Cushing’s Battery and a rifle salut’e. Plus
Collins, a retired Milwaukee police inspector, is an Nic Bur as Abraham Lincoln. At the end, we’ll pass
ordained deacon, and the choir will be from his out dozens of flags for the crowd to decorate the
parish, Mother of Good Counsel. graves of veterans.

WOMEN WERE BIG HELP TO VETS

These monthly articles about our Camp namesake are written by PCinC Steve Michaels. This item first was
published in the March 2002 Camp Orders.

C.K. Pier acted, and spoke eloquently, on behalf of the GAR and Union veterans. He was very prominent
in both GAR and business circles. Given his stature and the times, it would have been quite easy for the women
in his life to take a passive role, choosing not to get involved in veterans’ affairs, patriotic or public service. But
this was not the case.

Pier’s older sister, Ruth, was a charter member and the first president of Fond du Lac’s E.A. Brown
Corps #35, Woman’s Relief Corps, when it was organized in 1886. She served two four-year terms as president.
She also served as Department counselor and was a delegate to the National Encampment. Her corps not only
worked to help destitute veterans and their families, but also was responsible for raising funds for the city’s sol-
dier monuments.

Pier’s wife, Kate Hamilton Pier, also was an active member of the Woman’s Relief Corps, amid her real
estate and law careers. Their three daughters joined Milwaukee’s SUVCW Auxiliary in 1889 and participated in
patriotic endeavors, benefiting veterans, while establishing their law careers.

At an 1893 Reunion of the 28th Wisconsin Infantry, Pier spoke “of the wonderful work done by women
.. in behalf of our flag, during the war and especially that which they have done in behalf of the old maimed
soldiers and their families since the war ...”
He said, “I lived in Fond du Lac until a few years ago, and the (GAR) post there undertook to help fami-
lies. We would donate them $5, $10, $15 and then they would be in trouble again almost the next day — until we
got what we called the ‘Auxiliary Woman’s Relief Corps.’

“Why! One of those faithful women would make one dollar do more good in a family than we could
make 10 ... All over this country, no one realizes what a grand association there is today looking in a charitable
way towards the families of those who are destitute and are relatives of soldiers.”

From Incidents & Anecdotes of Early Days and History of Business in the City of Fond du Lac from Early

Times to the Present, by A.T. Glaze, P.B. Huber Print Co., 1905; and Proceedings of the Society of 28th Wis. Vol. Inf.;
June 21-22, 1893, at Mukwonago.
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LINCOLN’S CAREER
AS A WRESTLER

BY PDC KENT PETERSON

There is a National Wrestling Hall of Fame
located in Stillwater, Okla., and three U.S. presidents
are enshrined there: William Howard Taft, Theodore
Roosevelt and Abraham Lincoln.

During a wrestling career that spanned about
12 years, Lincoln
participated in

v

tally and physically superior to any of the Clary’s
Grove boys. He openly said Lincoln could whip any
man in the community. Hearing of Offutt’s boasting,
Armstrong challenged Lincoln to a wrestling match.
Lincoln accepted.

People from 50 miles around came to a level
square next to Of-

an estimated
300 matches,
with just a single
loss!!!

But the
definition of
wrestling match-
es on the Ameri-
can frontier in
the 1800s was
far different than
today. It was
called “catch as
catch can”
wrestling and it
was more like
hand-to-hand
combat than a
formalized sport.

Lincoln’s

futt’s store to see the
match. Lincoln was 6-
foot-4 and weighed
185 pounds. Arm-
strong was short and
with muscles like an
ox; his goal from the
first was to get in
close on his oppo-
nent, where he would
have the advantage.
Lincoln used his
long arms to hold off
Armstrong, wore
down his strength,
got him out of breath
and out of temper.
Armstrong then
fouled by stomping
on Lincoln’s right

best-known vic-
tory was in 1831
against Jack
Armstrong. Re-
searching this
story provided
more than one
version of what
happened. Here
is the account of
the match from
the July 1949
edition of Es-

Here are some of the
sketches of scenes
during Lincoln’s
match vs. Jack Arm-
strong in New
Salem, lIl., in 1831,
when the future
president was 22.

foot and instep with
his boot heel. This
exasperated Lincoln
so much that he lost
his temper, lifted
Armstrong up by the
throat and off the
ground, shook him
like a rag, and
slammed him to a
hard fall, flat on his
back.

As Armstrong

quire magazine.

Lincoln moved to New Salem, Ill., in 1831. A
group named the Clary’s Grove boys lived in a nearby
settlement. They were a rowdy, wild, frontier crowd
that enjoyed fighting and drinking. They boasted they
could wrestle better and hit harder than any other
group in the state. Their leader was a bully named
Jack Armstrong.

Denton Offutt, who owned a store where Lin-
coln was a clerk, bragged that his employee was men-

lay on the ground, his
gang from Clary’s
Grove started to swarm toward Lincoln. Lincoln
stepped to where his back was against a wall, braced
himself, and told the gang he was ready for ’em.

But then Armstrong broke through the front
line of the gang, shook Lincoln’s hand and told the
gang Lincoln was “fair,” and had won the match, and,

Continued on page 4
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Wrestler Lincoln - continued from page 3

“He’s the best feller that ever broke into this settle-
ment.”

From then on, Lincoln and Armstrong were
good friends. Jack and his wife, Hannah, even al-
lowed Lincoln to stay in their home when he was pe-
riodically out of work.

Although Lincoln’s wrestling ability was ex-
cellent, he wasn’t unbeatable. Historians can find
only one recorded defeat — a regimental champi-
onship match while serving with the Illinois volun-
teers during the Black Hawk War of 1832.

Lincoln, wrestling for the Sangamon County
Volunteers, was one match away from the regimental
title. He disposed of seven opponents before facing
Lorenzo Thompson in their camp near Beardstown,
Il. The two men locked up and strained for advan-
tage before Thompson secured his place in history by
becoming the only man ever to throw Lincoln —
twice!!!

Tom Hesse of Thiensville has joined our Camp as a
lineal member.

His relative of record is 1st Lt. Julius Bodenstab of
Co. |, 27th Wisconsin Infantry.

Welcome, Brother Tom!!!

“Save the Soldiers Home Chapel” T-shirts
from the old Reclaiming Our Heritage now are
available to help more renovations being planned at
the Milwaukee Soldiers Home.

Longtime Camp friend Laura Rinaldi is sell-
ing them for $10 each — all proceeds go to Milwau-
kee Preservation Alliance, which put together the
renovation / reopening of Old Main, Building 1 and
four other buildings last year.

The next group of buildings slated for work
are the Chapel, Ward Theater and the Governor’s
Mansion.

Contact Rinaldi at chapelshirts@gmail.com
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS

2 — Dennis Slater
9 — Mikko Lagunero
13 — David Howard

Camp Commander — PDC Tom Brown (414) 429-8979

tjbcarver@sbcglobal.net

SVC - Grant Johnson grant.johnson@responsory.com
We are at https://www.facebook.com/CKPierBadger

and http://www.suvew-wi.org

The SUVCW is a tax-exempt organization under Internal Rev-
enue Code Section 501(c)3, as per the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice. Donors thus are allowed to deduct contributions they
make to C.K. Pier Badger Camp #1, if they do not use the stan-

dard deduction when doing their taxes.

Report address changes to editor Tom Mueller, PCC, at thewis-
consing8o0o@gmail.com Your Banner is not forwarded by the
Postal Service, so you need to report a new address to us.

COMING UP

There will be plenty of
chances to help the Camp, very
soon.

May 21: Flag-placing at Cal-
vary Cemetery in advance of Memorial
Day, 1 p.m.

May 28: Help the Milwaukee
County War Memorial Center plant a
field of 12,301 flags to honor the Wis-
consin lives lost in the Civil War.

May 30: The Camp and Auxil-
iary’s solemn Memorial Day commem-
oration, 10 a.m. at Calvary Cemetery.
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WHERE WE SERVED AND FOUGHT

— A SERIES SALUTING THE ANCESTORS OF CAMP 1 BROTHERS

PCC BILLY COLE’S
ANCESTOR: WILLIAM D.
COLE

Was a corporal in Company H, 7th Mis-
souri Infantry.

Enlisted on June 16, 1861.

Discharged July 14, 1863, due to gun-
shot wound resulting in amputation of
right leg. That was during the Battle of
Champion Hill, Miss., also known as
Baker’s Creek. The battle was on May
16, a few days before the 7th Missouri
fought at Vicksburg.

X
r;.-:‘:_:.-t:._‘-?.‘.a‘,-:&x:

In Cole’s time, the 7th Missouri fought
in Fremont’s Campaign against Spring-
field, Mo., from Oct. 21 to Nov. 2,
1861; in Grant's Central Mississippi
Campaign Nov. 2, 1862, to Jan. 10,
1863; and at Port Gibson, Miss., on
May 1, 1863.
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v = See http://civilwararchive.com/Un-
% 3 reghst/unmoinf2.htm#14
a of
b o
This histori- ; oy See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
e THE BATTLE OF CHAMPION HILL FEeSh 7th_Missouri_Infantry_Regiment_%28
. Fight for the Crossroads : =
at http:// :. The Crossroads Is & );z:-fo.r::d by the Middle Road from the :‘ q' Unlon/ozg
wwwbattle- [ | £ FELETE S LG R |
ofchampi- B b o e mnaes soveerer eephan 5. Lo and Attved comming. | RO Born Aug. 2, 1844.
onhill.org/ pag | & et e i | R _
bowens- sl B R T ) T Died Sept. 28, 1944, at age 100.
counterat-  |a | EEEE RN | LY - -
taCkhtm - Estimated Casualties; 2.441 Union and 5.851 Confederate. ) Bur]ed in the Cole fam]ly p]oneer
. cemetery on private property near
Boonville in Cooper County in central
Missouri.
Battle info at: — https://americancivilwar.com/statepic/ms/ms009.html
— https://www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/battle- — https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of _Champion_Hill
champions-hill

— https://www.nytimes.com/1863/05/26/archives/the-

— http://www.battleofchampionhill.org The order of bat-  great-battle-of-bakers-creek.html
tle is at http://www.battleofchampionhill.org/order.htm
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