
 

The next Camp meeting will not be until 7 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 14, at the 
Lions Clubhouse, 7336 St. James St., Wauwatosa. Be sure to stop at 

some Civil War battle sites during your travels this summer. 
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While we have a 
monthly feature 

about the relatives 
of record for lineal 
members, we want 
to be sure to salute 

our associate 
members:

Ron Aronis, PDC
Paul Eilbes

Patrick Fallon, PCC 
and current De-
partment JVC

Grant Johnson, 
SVC

Peter Keepman
Mikko Lagunero

Tom Ludka
Anthony Maresca

Phil Olson
Bill Seaman

A busy variety of work for our ancestors

	 This month has been a busy 
month. 

	 We marched in the Humboldt 
Park Parade on the Fourth of July. I 
would like to thank the participants – 
Grant Johnson, Skylar Brown, Bill Sea-
man, Steve Michaels, Danielle Michaels 
and Lisa Avila – for a job well-done.

	 We again participated in the Oak 

Creek Historical Society’s summer 
speaking program. I thank all who par-

Chaplain Dean Collins and his daughter, Emily, 
reunited this month with their ancestor’s neigh-
bor at the tiny Oak Creek Memorial Cemetery. 
Pvt. George Verhaalen, Dean’s great-grandfa-
ther, and Cpl. Bernard Stollenwert were in the 

24th Wisconsin Infantry, Company K, and at 
Chickmauga were its only men who were both 
wounded and captured. They had lived about 

two miles apart in Oak Creek. PCC Tom Mueller 
found this fact several years ago when writing 
about Oak Creek soldiers, and facilitated the 

reunion. Stollenwert died in about 1900.

Reunion of neighbors 
wounded and 

captured together

Continued on page 4

From the Commander 
– PDC Tom Brown



 

	 It must have been much quicker getting into the Army than getting out.

	 On July 26, 1865, Col. C.K. Pier and the 38th Wisconsin Infantry were mustered out of federal service. 
That night, they left Washington, D.C., for Wisconsin via the railway. Five days later, on July 31, they arrived in 
Milwaukee by ship, six hours late, at 7 p.m.

	 A large crowd was at the dock of the Detroit & Milwaukee steamer to welcome the boys as they landed 
and were marched to the Fair building, for supper. Erected for the Soldiers Home Fair a month earlier, the 
building on the west side of Broadway, south of Michigan Street, was host to several groups of returning sol-
diers during the summer months. The Home’s ladies had had the tables ready since 1 p.m.

	 During the supper, the men spoke with pleasure about the manner in which they had been treated dur-
ing their trip, especially in Cleveland and Detroit. A portion of the 38th was left in Detroit and the regiment had 
been unexpectedly detained. Due to the late hour, speeches were omitted.

	 After supper, the 38th, numbering about 300 men in six companies, marched to the Milwaukee & 
Prairie du Chien depot and took a special train to Madison. 

	 Col. Pier and the 38th arrived in Madison at 3 a.m. and received ample refreshments. Later, they 
marched uptown, making a very fine appearance. They were welcomed with ringing bells, booming cannon, 
songs and greetings by Gov. James T. Lewis, Mayor Keyes, Gen. Fairchild and Col. Calkins. Pier made an elo-
quent response, saying every officer in the regiment had served in the ranks and that every private was worthy 
to be an officer.

	 It was another 10 days before the regiment was paid and disbanded, and this was four days ahead of 
schedule. Pier then could begin the final leg of his journey back home to Fond du Lac.

	 From Milwaukee Sentinel, July 31 and Aug. 1, 1865
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Remembering Col. Pier: The 38th comes home

Educating in 
Menomonee Falls,

 Oak Creek 

Brother Paul Eilbes explains the 1861 
Springfield to a young learner at the Civil 
War Encampment at Old Falls Village in 
Menomonee Falls. PDC Tom Brown and 
Brother Skylar Brown, his grandson, 
demonstrated the proper way to fold a flag. 
They had raised the 34-star U.S. flag to be-
gin the day at the event. At the Oak Creek 
Historical Society a week earlier, Brother Bill 
Seaman discussed music and bugles. Three 
other Camp members made presentations.

Photos here and 
on page 4 by

Kent Peterson



	 At the July meeting of the Camp, PCC David 
Howard presented this topic, compiled from various 
websites. 


	 Rifling is the act of machining helical grooves 
(spiral) into the internal sur-
face of a gun’s barrel (bore) 
for the purpose of exerting 
torque and thus imparting 
a spin to a projectile 
around its longitudinal axis 
during shooting.

	 That stabilizes the 
projectile longitudinally by 
conservation of angular 
momentum, improving its 
a e r o d y n a m i c s t a b i l i t y 
through the air and thus 
improving accuracy over 
smoothbore designs. 

	 The Germans had a 
history of manufacturing 
crossbows that would spin 
their bolts in flight (either 
by shaping the arrowhead, 
arranging the feathers of 
the arrow slightly off-cen-
ter, or by passing the arrow 
t h r o u g h a t u b e w i t h 
grooves in it to impart 
spin). So they were aware 
of the basics of rifling and 
its benefits, long before 
they started manufacturing 
firearms.

	 As to muskets, unri-
fled, shoulder-mounted 
arms, some thought was 
given to spinning the ball 
inside the barrel. But be-
cause black powder leaves 
so much residue, such 
technology was not pur-
sued much until the late 
16th century. Warfare tac-
tics of that time dictated that 
a musket was needed because it is quicker to reload, 
and the tactic of exchanging mass volleys of shots be-
tween combatants made accuracy of small impor-
tance.

	 A rifled barrel was first done in the gun shops 
of Augsburg, in south central Germany, in 1498.


	 Rifling first was used extensively in guns in 
the American Civil War, which incorporated guns 
such as the Kentucky / Pennsylvania rifle and the 
Baker rifle (officially known as the Pattern 1800 In-

fantry Rifle). That was a 
flintlock rifle first used by 
the rifle regiments of the 
British Army during the 
Napoleonic Wars of 1803–
1815.

	 Both were based on the 
German Jaeger (Hunter) 
rifle of 1730 and share 
many of its characteristics. 
The rifles were all muzzle-
loaders because these were 
cheaper to manufacture. 
The bullets were a size 
smaller than the barrel 
diameter, but they were 
wrapped in plenty of cloth 
wadding to provide a tight 
fit in the barrel. 

	 The rifle barrels had 
seven or eight spiral 
grooves cut into them and 
were between 30 and 36 
inches in length, depend-
ing upon the model. 

	 The American Kentucky 
rifles had longer barrels, 
from 36 to 48 inches or so. 
Overall length of the rifle 
was around 45 to 50 inch-
es, except for the Kentucky 
Long rifles, which could be 
overall as much as 60 to 
65 inches. 

	 	 Rifling is often 
described by its twist rate, 
which indicates the dis-
tance the rifling takes to 
complete one full revolu-

tion, such as “one turn in 10 inches” (1:10 inches), or 
“one turn in 254 mm = 10 inches” (1:254 mm; some-
times expressed as “1:25.4” cm, or something similar. 

	 A shorter distance indicates a faster twist, 
meaning that for a given velocity the projectile will be 
rotating at a higher spin rate.
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All about rifles


and rifling


How do you impress upon a recruit the dif-
ference between the word “gun” and the word “rifle”?

“This is my rifle, this is my gun, this is for 
fighting, this is for fun.” 

– From the 1987 movie, “Full Metal Jacket” 

This is my rifle. There are many like it, but 
this one is mine.                    

My rifle is my best friend. It is my life. I must 
master it as I must master my life.                                           

Without me, my rifle is useless. Without my 
rifle, I am useless. I must fire my rifle true. I must 
shoot straighter than my enemy who is trying to kill 
me. I must shoot him before he shoots me. 

My rifle and I know that what counts in war 
is not the rounds we fire, the noise of our burst, nor 
the smoke we make. We know that it is the hits that 
count. 

My rifle is human, even as I, because it is 
my life. Thus, I will learn it as a brother. I will learn its 
weaknesses, its strength, its parts, its accessories, 
its sights and its barrel. I will keep my rifle clean and 
ready, even as I am clean and ready. We will be-
come part of each other. 

Before God, I swear this creed. My rifle and I 
are the defenders of my country. We are the masters 
of our enemy. We are the saviors of my life.

So be it, until victory is America’s and there 
is no enemy, but peace!”

– The Rifleman’s Creed, written by Maj. 
Gen. William H. Rupertus in World War II



3 – Tom Ludka

11 – Bill Liebert

15 — Ed Deutsch


20 – John Thielmann

23 – Bruce Nason

28 – Rich Beggs
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 Camp Commander – PDC Tom Brown (414) 429-8979 

tjbcarver@sbcglobal.net


SVC – Grant Johnson grant.johnson@responsory.com

We are at https://www.facebook.com/CKPierBadger


and http://www.suvcw-wi.org


The SUVCW is a tax-exempt organization under Internal Revenue Code 
Section 501(c)3, as per the Internal Revenue Service. Donors thus are 
allowed to deduct contributions they make to C.K. Pier Badger Camp 
#1, if they do not use the standard deduction when doing their taxes.


Report address changes to editor Tom Mueller, PCC, at thewiscon-
sin3800@gmail.com Your Banner is not forwarded by the Postal Ser-

vice, so you need to report a new address to us.

 

Civil War Trivia


	 Q: Missouri had 
scores of units on both sides. 
How many Union units were 
there?


	A: See the jumbo list at http://civilwararchive.com/union-
mo.htm For example, there were state militia cavalry, various named 
cavalry battalions such as Black Hawk and White’s, and various named 
Ranger units. There were dozens of numbered and named infantry 
units. Then there was the Missouri Home Guard, largely organized by 
county, such as Douglas County Company Home Guard Infantry and 
Franklin County Regiment Home Guard Infantry. Lastly, many county 
militias, such as St. Clair County Militia and Lafayette County Militia.


Coming up


National Encampment 
Aug. 11-14: The 141st Encampment 
will be held in Grand Rapids, 
Mich. See https://www.suvcwmi.org/
2022NatEncampment/2022En-
campment.php Contact PDC Tom 
Brown or Steve Michaels for proper 
procedures. 

	 Tombstone dedication Oct. 
8 (tentative): We will dedicate the 
Camp and Auxiliary’s two latest tomb-
stones at Forrest Home Cemetery. 
Time to be determined.	 	

August birthdays

ticipated – Tom Mueller, Dean Collins, Bill Seaman, 
Steve Michaels, Kent Peterson and Dave and Toni 
Howard – for another job well-done. 

        We participated in the Civil War Encampment at 
Old Falls Village in Menomonee Falls July 16-17. I 
would like to thank Bill Seaman, Skylar Brown, Pat 
and Susan Fallon, Steve and Danielle Michaels, and 
Linda Brown for another job well-done. 

	 The ladies sold canned goods and other items, 
and we set up displays for the Sons with Civil War 
relics, rifles and pistols. We talked with the public 
and participated in a flag-raising and lowering cere-
mony each day. 

      We have the South Milwaukee Parade this Satur-
day. I am looking forward to seeing you there. Re-
member that we get paid for marching in parades. It 
would be nice to see more than six or seven people in 
the parade. Your attendance would be greatly appre-
ciated. Help us out. 


        I hope to see more of our Camp members at the 
National Encampment this year. It is being held Aug. 
11-14 at Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Commander – Continued from page 1 

The Camp and Auxiliary marched past homes and holiday 
revelers in the Humboldt Park neighborhood parade on the 
Fourth of July.
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