Camp Orders 2015-02
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil

War
Grand Army of the Republic

“Old Abe” Camp #8

Wisconsin Department
March 2015

Camp March 16™ Meeting Will Be Held At Oshkosh Fire
Station #17, 1813 Algoma Blvd, Oshkosh, WI

Our March meeting, Monday, March 16", is being held at Oshkosh Fire Station #17, 1813
Algoma Blvd, Oshkosh, WL

This fire station is located at the southern end of Riverside Cemetery in Oshkosh, WI.
Parking will be in back of the fire station where the red arrow is.

- Meeting Directions —

Coming from the north or south take Hwy 41 to exit 120. After exiting head into the city of
Oshkosh on Algoma Blvd. Drive on Algoma Blvd past the large cemetery on your right
which will be Riverside Cemetery. At the end Riverside Cemetery you will see Fire Station
#17 just before the intersection of Algoma Blvd & West Murdock Avenue.

From Waupaca & the west take Hwy 45 straight into Oshkosh. Hwy 45 becomes Algoma
Blvd once you pass over Hwy 41. Stay on Algoma Blvd & go past the large cemetery on
your right which will be Riverside Cemetery. At the end Riverside Cemetery you will see
Fire Station #17 just before the intersection of Algoma Blvd & West Murdock Avenue.
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Commander’s Remarks

Greeting brothers,
Camp Commander 2015 is off to start and running. So far this year we had the King
William W. Parker Bingo Party back in January and some of us attended the
Department of Wisconsin Midwinter meeting. A good time was

had by all at both events it was nice meeting with National Sons
of Union Veterans Commander Tad Campbell. At the department
meeting a new camp was given their charter Col Hans Hegg
Camp 15 of Wind lake Wisconsin and it sounds like they are
going to host the 2016 state department encampment. On March
29th there is a department new member orientation for any
member who wishes to learn more about the organization in
Delevan Wisconsin see the department webpage for details. Also
I would like to make note that the policy on accepting Junior
members has been opened back up.

This year my major goals for the camp are few [ would
like to see increased participation in events and meetings and |
would like to see the camp have a permanent home by next year
we will be discussing these at the March meeting on Monday
March 16th at 7pm at the Oshkosh fire station. It is also time to
get the raffle set up for 2015 since we still have the rifle from last
year the winner wanted the cash we have our first place prize set.
March and April are typically quite months as far as events go
some may be attending the Lincoln tomb ceremony in Springfield
Illinois April 11-12 but not that far around the corner we have
King open house in May and of course Memorial Day please keep
that in mind.

InF,Cand L

William Wayne Parker
Camp Commander

RENEWAL - NOTICE

Dues were Payable as of Jan. 1%

Please send $40.00 to the
Camp Treasurer:

Kurtis Kirk
W 2154 Cottonville Court

Camp Commander William W Parker Berlin, WI 54923
pinning PCC Kirby Scott with his new pin
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Edward S Bragg #8, ASUVCW

Auxiliary President
Kathy Heltemes

Sisters,

Hope everyone is doing well. It will be nice to see warmer weather by the time our next
meeting takes place. The next meeting is March 16 at Fire Station #17, 1813 Algoma Blvd at
7pm in Oshkosh. It is at the southern end of Riverside Cemetery. We are still looking for
Council members and a Vice President. If anyone is interested, please let me know. If you
have not paid your dues, you need to do so. They are $25 and can be made out to Edward S.
Bragg, Axillary #8 ASUVCW. They can be sent to Lucy Peters at 646 Rays Lane, Stevens
Point, WI 5448]1.

Our Bingo attendance at the Veterans Home was much appreciated. Everyone had a pleasant
time.

We will participate at the Open House at King on Sunday May 17 from 10 am to 3 pm. This
is an outdoor event which at times can be cold and other times it can be quite nice. We set up
next to the Sons and sell baked goods as a means to raise money for the Axillary. This year
the Veterans Home is celebrating the 150" anniversary of the end of the Civil War. They will
open the WRC Chapel for the Open House. Inside the chapel will be displayed the history of
the chapel and the WRC involvement. It will be opened to the public.

On Saturday June 6, will be the State Encampment at the Kenosha Civil War Museum. All
Sisters are welcome to attend. It is a good way to see the inside function of the Department.
The National Encampment is in Richmond, VA from August 20-23. Get your reservations
now while you can. Historical tours will be available. If any Sisters are thinking of attending,
please contact me so I can get the info to you.

We are looking for ideas for fundraising for the Axillary. Please contact me or bring the ideas
to the meeting in March.

InF,C, &L,

Kathy Heltemes

Brother Denny Egan visits with
Brother Mike Boldon in the
hospital.

Please send your prayers and
positive thoughts to Brother
Mike Boldon for a fast

recovery.
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Edward S Bragg #8, ASUVCW
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OLD ABE CAMP MEETING MINUTES, JAN. 19, 2015

Dispense with ritual for this meeting. Motion by J. Waid. Second by K. Heltemes. Approved.
Pledge of allegiance given. Meeting at Jimmie,s White House Inn, Butte de Mortes, Wisc.
(7 members and 5 guests present)

Roll Call off Officers.
a. Commander-oresent.
b. SVC-absent.
¢. JVC-present.
d. Secretary-present.

e. Treasurer-present.
Minutes. Motion by K. Heltemes, second by . Minutes of 11-17-14 approved.
Treasurer’s report. $4888.85 in checking. $1021.00 in CD1, $4267.00 in CD2. Total on hand,

$10177.00. $620.00 in dues received so far. $25.00 pd for raffle license. Motion by K.
Heltemes, second by B. Peters. Report approved.
Any sick or distressed brothers?
a. Randy Novak-doing OK considering circumstances.
b. Luann Williams mother Fran Gallow is not well.
¢. Alan Petit will under go surgery for a new pacemaker implant on 2-2-15.
Introduction of guests & visitors. Several members wives present for dinner after meeting .
Any new applications? Yes. Former member Jason Janacek is applying for reinstatement.
Secretary will handle.
Any member initiations? None.
Any communications and/or bills to address? Received confirmation of application for Echoes
of the Past Trade Fair on Feb. 28-Mar. 1.
Prior business. None

New business.
a. Discussion led by commander on finding camp #8 a new permanent home. Do we need a

committee? Everyone be on the lookout for a suitable location.
b. 2015 Raffle.
1% prize- Henry golden boy rifle. Reuse last year’s prize.
2"d prize-Print.
3" prize-decide before tickets are printed.
Past events. Nothing.

Future events.
a. Jan. 31-Marsden Hall-King Vets. Home- Bingo party-You know the drill-see newsletter for

details-sign up sheet.
b. Feb. 7-Dept. mid-winter meeting an luncheon-Alioto’s in Wauwatosa-see dept. newsletter

and website for details.
c. Feb.28-Mar.1-Echoes of the Past Trade Fair-Oshkosh-see camp newsletter-sign up sheet.
d. Jun. 7-Dept Encampment-Kenosha CW Museum.-watch camp and dept. newsletters for
further details

e. May 17-open house at King-more later.
May 25-Memorial Day-possibilities at King, Oshkosh, Bowler?, and Delafield. More later.

. Jul 18-Camp Randall Madison-dedication of new CW sesquicentennial monument-more

later.

@ ™
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14. Any other new or old business?

a. Military Veteran’s Museum has a display.

b. Neenah Hisorical Society has a year long CW display-w/camp scene?
15. Has anyone done anything for the good of the order? None.
16. Patriotic Instruction. See articles in the camp newsletter.

17. Meeting closed.

Submitted by PCC Alan Petit, Secretary Old Abe Camp #8, Dept. of Wisc, SUVCW

Bingo at Veterans Home in King

On January 31, 2015. Old Abe Camp
8 hosted bingo for the veterans at the
Veterans Home in King Wisconsin

Above: Commander William Parker
watches as a winner raises his hand.

Above: Brother Alan Petit checks a bingo
card for winning numbers.

Refreshments at the Bingo

Above:Cookies supplied by Old Abe
Camp 8 and Edward S. Bragg #8
Auxiliary

Above: Brother Kurt Kirk serving up
refreshments during bingo
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2015 Camp Calendar

March 16™
Camp 8 regular meeting 7pm
Location: Fire House #17 1813 Algoma Blvd, Oshkosh WI

March 29®
New Member Orientation 12:30 — 4:30pm
Location: Community Bank Community Room 825 Geneva St. Delavan

April 11%
Lincoln Tomb Ceremony 10am
Location: Oak Ridge Cemetery Springfield Illinois

May 2 — 31
Lincoln Funeral Train — 150" Anniversary
Location: Springfield Illinois

May 17
King Veterans Home Open House 10am — 3pm
Location: King Veterans Home, King WI

May 181
Camp 8 regular meeting 7pm
Location: Marden Hall King Veterans Home, King WI

May 25th
Memorial Day

June 61
State Encampment
Location: Kenosha Civil War Museum

July 18®
Camp Randall Dedication
Location: Madison Wisconsin

August 20t — 23
National Encampment
Location: Richmond Virginia
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September 21
Camp 8 regular meeting 7pm
Location: Marden Hall King Veterans Home, King WI

November 16™
Camp 8 Election of Officers and Traditional Bean Dinner 7pm
Location: Fire House #17 1813 Algoma Blvd Oshkosh WI

Please send information on events that you are aware of to be included in this newsletter
to: dennergb@hotmail.com

United States Military Medals

Paul Johnson
Patriotic Instructor

Given the recent attention in Wisconsin about the Medal of Honor for Alonzo Cushing and the
remark taken from my last article about Will Cushing heroism, “For this feat, Will received the "Thanks
of Congress," a recognition that in its time was regarded as more prestigious than the Medal of Honor”
One might was, exactly what other honors were given in the Civil War..

The Medal of Honor traces its history back to the Revolutionary War, when George Washington
established the Badge of Merit. The badge went into disuse after the war. During the Mexican War a
Certificate of Merit was created. The Medal of Honor was authorized by Congress and the law signed
on Dec. 21, 1861, but only for the Navy. The Army medal was approved and signed into law July 12,
1862.

The only other means of honoring individual acts of bravery was to “brevet” the individual.
Brevetting involved allowing a commissioned officer to hold a higher rank, but not actually able to
serve at that rank or receive its pay. Brevetting was a practice of the British Army and was adopted as
a means of honoring men later in the Civil War. Brevetting can be a confusing procedure and was
dropped as a practice after the Spanish American War.

All other honors were created after the Civil War, although the Purple Heart has its roots in the
Revolutionary War, it was never awarded as a medal

A word about the difference between a medal and an order, the term order is often used
interchangeably with medal, but there is difference, for instance I have an Eagle Scout Medal and a
Lincoln Trail Medal from my scouting days. There was awarded to me for something I had
accomplished. I have several orders, SUVCW, MOLLUS, SAR and so on. I am allowed to wear these
as a symbol or an organization (or order). Sometimes the term medal is used to signify a decoration.
Let’s look at the present Medals/Decorations awarded by the U.S. Military
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Army medal
shown

Medal of Honor

The Medal of Honor is the United States ‘highest military honor, awarded for personal acts of valor
above and beyond the call of duty. The medal is awarded by the President of the United States in the
name of the U.S. Congress to U.S. military personnel only. There are three versions of the medal, one
for the Army, one for the Navy, and one for the Air Force. Personnel of the Marine Corps and Coast
Guard receive the Navy version.

The Medal of Honor was created in 1861, early in the American Civil War, to give recognition to
men who distinguished themselves "conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity" in combat with an
enemy of the United States. There have been 3,469 Medals of Honor awarded to the nation's soldiers,
sailors, airmen, Marines, and coast guardsmen since the decoration's creation, with more than half of
them presented for actions during the four years of the Civil War.

Established U.S. Navy: December 21, 1861
U.S. Army: July 12, 1862
U.S. Air Force: April 14, 1965

First awarded March 25, 1863: American Civil War, U.S. Army recipient

Distinqguished Service Cross

The Distinguished Service Cross is the second highest military award that can be given to
a member of the United States Army (and previously, the United States Army Air Forces), for
extreme gallantry and risk of life in actual combat with an armed enemy force. Actions that
merit the Distinguished Service Cross must be of such a high degree that they are above
those required for all other U.S. combat decorations but do not meet the criteria for the Medal
of Honor. The Distinguished Service Cross is equivalent to the Navy Cross (Navy and Marine
Corps), the Air Force Cross (Air Force), and the Coast Guard Cross (Coast Guard).

The Distinguished Service Cross was established by President Woodrow Wilson on
January 2, 1918. General Pershing, Commander-in-Chief of the Expeditionary Forces in
France, had recommended that recognition other than the Medal of Honor be authorized for
the Armed Forces of the United States for valorous service rendered in like manner to that
awarded by the European Armies. The request for establishment of the medal was forwarded
from the Secretary of War to the President in a letter dated December 28, 1917. The Act of
Congress establishing this award (193-65th Congress), dated July 9, 1918, is contained in
10 U.S.C. § 3742. The establishment of the Distinguished Service Cross was promulgated
in War Department General Order No. 6, dated January 12, 1918.

Silver Star

The Silver Star, officially the Silver Star Medal, is the third-highest military decoration for
valor awarded to members of the United States Armed Forces. Any uniformed service
member may receive the medal, which is awarded for gallantry in action against an enemy
of the United States.

The Silver Star is the successor award to the "Citation Star" (316 silver star) which was
established by an Act of Congress on July 9, 1918. On July 19, 1932, the Secretary of War
approved the conversion of the "Citation Star" to the Silver Star Medal. The original "Citation
Star" is incorporated into the center of medal.

Authorization for the Silver Star Medal was placed into law by an Act of Congress for the
U.S. Navy on August 7, 1942 and an Act of Congress for the U.S. Army on December 15,

1942
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BRI Bronze star

The Bronze Star, officially known as the Bronze Star Medal, is a United States decoration
awarded to members of the United States Armed Forces for acts of heroism, meritorious
achievement, or meritorious service in a combat zone. When awarded for acts of heroism,
the medal is authorized to be worn with the "V" Device or Combat "V" for valor.

The Bronze Star Medal was established by Executive Order 9419, 4 February 1944
(superseded by Executive Order 11046, 24 August 1962, as amended by Executive Order
13286, 28 February 2003). The Bronze Star Medal may be awarded by the Secretary of a
military department or the Secretary of Homeland Security with regard to the Coast Guard
when not operating as a service in the Navy, or by such military commanders, or other
appropriate officers as the Secretary concerned may designate, to any person who, while
serving in any capacity in or with the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, or Coast Guard
of the United States, after 6 December 1941

I Purple Heart

The Purple Heart is a United States military decoration awarded in the name of the
President to those wounded or killed, while serving, on or after April 5, 1917, with the U.S.
military. With its forerunner, the Badge of Military Merit, which took the form of a heart made
of purple cloth, the Purple Heart is the oldest military award still given to U.S. military
members; the only earlier award being the obsolete Fidelity Medallion.
The original Purple Heart, designated as the Badge of Military Merit, was established by
George Washington—then the commander-in-chief of the Continental Army — by order from
his Newburgh, New York headquarters on August 7, 1782. The Badge of Military Merit was
only awarded to three Revolutionary War soldiers. From then on as its legend grew; so did
its appearance. Although never abolished, the award of the badge was not proposed again
officially until after World War 1. On October 10, 1927, Army Chief of Staff General Charles
Pelot Summerall directed that a draft bill be sent to Congress "to revive the Badge of Military
Merit". The bill was withdrawn and action on the case ceased January 3, 1928, but the office
of the Adjutant General was instructed to file all materials collected for possible future use. A
number of private interests sought to have the medal re-instituted in the Army; this included
the board of directors of the Fort Ticonderoga Museum in Ticonderoga, New York.
Any tally of Purple Hearts is an estimate. Awards are often given during conflict; records
aren't always exact" (page 33). The estimates are as follows:
e World War I: 320,518

World War II: 1,076,245

Korean War: 118,650

Vietham War: 351,794

Persian Gulf War: 607

Afghanistan War: 7,027 (as of 5 June 2010)
e lraqWar: 35,321 (as of 5 June 2010)

There were 500,000 Purple Hearts created in anticipation of the invasion of Japan. Since
the invasion never took place, the medals were put into storage. Due to a change in the
dispersal of the actual metals the number of remaining medals is an estimate. However in
the late ‘70’s new orders were place to replenish the WWII stock. The invasion medals ended
up being awarding through the end of Vietham. *Personal note my brother was awarded the
Purple Heart as a KIA in Vietham, my father who was drafted in 1945 and trained as a
replacement in the invasion of Japan mused that “Charley may have gotten the medal meant
for me.”
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B Lcoion of Merit

The Legion of Merit (LOM) is a military award of the United States Armed Forces that is
given for exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding services and
achievements. The decoration is issued to members of the seven uniformed services of the
United States as well as to military and political figures of foreign governments.

The Legion of Merit (Commander degree) is one of only two United States military
decorations to be issued as a neck order (the other being the Medal of Honor) and the only
United States decoration which may be issued in award degrees (much like an order of
chivalry or certain Orders of Merit).

The Legion of Merit is seventh in the order of precedence of U.S. Military awards and is
worn after the Defense Superior Service Medal and before the Distinguished Flying Cross.

The Legion of Merit is conferred on officers and enlisted men of the Armed Forces of the
United States and on nationals of other countries who shall have distinguished themselves
by exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding services since
September 8, 1939, the date of the President's proclamation of the state of emergency that
led to World War II. The Legion of Merit may be awarded for combat or noncombat services.

There are, of course many other decorations and awards given to men and women of the armed forces, as
well as to civilians in the government. The above is a list of the decorations that are associated with

combat
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A Civil War Surgeon

LuAnn Williams, Patriotic Instructor

When you think about a surgeon what adjectives come to mind? Strong, tireless, caring, healer,
courageous, gentle. Now think of a Civil War surgeon and what words come to mind? Fast, ruthless,
amputation, butcher, sawbones? Now think of a female surgeon during the Civil War, what comes to
mind? Non-existent? Not so fast, there were a couple of women that acted as surgeons during the
Civil War. One that was “officially” a surgeon, was Mary Edwards Walker. Mary was born in
Oswego, New York on November 26, 1832. Mary was very much a non-conformist, probably due to
her forward thinking parents. After graduating from the Syracuse Medical School, which by the way
was one of the few schools that admitted women, she practiced briefly in Ohio and then went back to
New York. One of Mary’s passions was for dress reform. I guess I never really gave it much
thought, but wearing bloomers back then was a shocking thing to do. Mary usually wore trousers
under a long sleeved high necked loose dress that fell below her knees, she thought that the clothing
of the day was constraining, unhealthy and unhygienic. She was arrested several times for wearing
what most perceived as men’s clothing.

When the Civil War broke out Mary went to Washington to offer her services as a physician. She
was promptly refused, not only because she was female, but shockingly enough she wore bloomers.
Even though she had a medical degree, her acceptance into the medical community was next to
impossible. Still wanting to help in some way, she worked as a nurse in Washington, pro bono and
with no title. Seeing the destitution of the soldier’s wives and mothers in Washington she helped
found the Women’s Relief Association.

In September of 1864, Mary was finally awarded a contract as Acting Assistant Surgeon with the
Ohio 52 Infantry. She treated soldiers at Bull Run, Fredericksburg, and in Chattanooga after the
Battles of Chickamauga and Atlanta. Mary was always outspoken about her colleague’s decisions
regarding amputation. She often would challenge the surgeon’s decision to amputate a limb.
Because of that she was branded as cantankerous, abrasive, stubborn and harassing. Some have said
that she was also a Union spy during the war. She was captured by the Confederates in 1864 and
spent 4 months as a prisoner in Castle Thunder in Richmond Virginia. While at the prison she was
often ridiculed by the New York Tribune. She was held until released in a prisoner exchange. Mary
was quite proud of the fact that she was released in exchange for a Confederate surgeon. In 1865 she
was a surgeon of the Women’s Prison Hospital in Louisville KY. Mary was paid $766.16 for her
service in the war and also received a pension. Shortly after that Mary was recommended for the
Medal of Honor by Generals William Tecumseh Sherman and George Henry Thomas. She was
awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for Meritorious Service, the first ever awarded to a
woman, for her service in the Civil War. She was extremely proud of that accomplishment and wore
the medal often.

Mary was elected President of the National Dress Reform Association in 1866. In 1867 her activities
became more political in nature. She promoted women’s causes such as suffrage, she had progressive
opinions regarding marriage and divorce, and was an opponent of alcohol and tobacco.
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Dr. Walker also published two books, “Hit” in 1871 and “The Science of Immortality” in
1878.

In 1917 her Medal of Honor was revoked, along with hundreds of others including Buffalo
Bill Cody, because her acts of bravery did not occur in the context of combat. The recipients
were asked to return the medals. Mary flatly refused and even continued to wear it until her
death on February 21, 1919. Her Grandniece spearheaded an effort to get her medal
reinstated after her death. In 1974 a letter from the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee read
“It’s clear your Great-grandaunt was not only courageous during the term she served as a
contract doctor in the Union Army, but also as an outspoken proponent of feminine rights.
Both as a doctor and feminist, she was very much ahead of her time. Her Medal of Honor
was restored to her posthumously in June of 1977 by Jimmy Carter citing her distinguished
gallantry, self-sacrifice, patriotism, dedication and unflinching loyalty to her country.

Walker was inducted into the National Women’s Hall of Fame in 2000. A WWII ship was
named in her honor, the US Postal Service honored the anniversary of her birth by issuing a
20 cent stamp, an Army Reserve Center in Grand Rapids is named after her and she also has
several clinics named after her.

A trailblazer for sure!

Camp Orders Newsletter & Camp Web Page
NOTICE: The full Camp Orders are available “on line” (in color!) and can be accessed in
PDF format from our Camp 8 web page, on the Wisconsin Department Website at suvew-
wi.org. Hard copies will also be mailed to any member upon request to the Camp
Commander or the Newsletter Editor (contact info on last page).
All photos and stories are provided by the Camp Orders Editor unless otherwise indicated.
To submit an article or information for the Camp Orders Newsletter or website, contact the
News Letter Editor. Deadline for a submission is 3 weeks prior to a meeting.

Pagel3 of 15




Camp Officers for 2014

Commander
William Parker — 351 17 Street North WI. Rapids, W1 54494
(715) 424-2627 wildbill@wctcl.net

Sr. Vice Commander
Dennis Jacobs — 329 N. Jackson Street Green Bay, WI 54301
(920) 471-7824 dennergb@hotmail.com
Jr. Vice Commander
Jeff Williams — 970 Christian Drive Oshkosh, WI 54901

(920) 237-4752 e6843d8@yahoo.com
Secretary

PCC Alan Petit - E7602 Cutoff Road. New London, WI 54961

(920) 982-2374 apetitsuvew@hotmail.com
Treasurer

Kurtis Kirk - W2154 Cottonville Court. Berlin, WI 54923

(920) 361-1194 kkirk000@centurytel.net

Patriotic Instructor
Paul Johnson - 8804 Pine Lake Road Hiles, WI 54511

(715) 649-3359 johhnson@newnorth.net
Chaplain

PCC Vince Barker — W6109 Colonial Drive Appleton, WI 54494

(920) 993-0676 vbarker@new.rr.com
Delegate

Jeff Williams - 970 Christian Drive Oshkosh, W1 54901

(920) 237-4752 e6843d8@yahoo.com

Graves Registration
PCC Vince Barker - W6109 Colonial Drive Appleton, WI 54914

(920) 993-0676 vbarker@new.rr.com
Memorials
PCC Kim Heltemes - W2570 Archer Aveenue Pine River, WI 54965
(920) 987-5911 heltemesk@vbe.com
Historian
PCC Kirby Scott - 2545 West Waukau Avenue #6 Oshkosh, W1 54904
(920) 858-1916 kirby.scott.camp8@gmail.com

Camp Council
PCC Kirby Scott — 2545 West Waukau Avenue #6 Oshkosh, WI 54904
(920) 858-1916 kirby.scott.camp8@gmail.com
Camp Council
Paul Johnson — 8804 Pine Lake Road Hiles, WI 54511
(715) 649-3359 Jjohnson@newnorth.net
Camp Council
Dennis Jacobs — 316 North Jackson Street #5 Green Bay, WI 54301

(920) 471-7824 dennergb@hotmail.com
Newsletter Editor
Dennis Jacobs — 329 N. Jackson Street #5 Green Bay, W1 54301 Page 14 of 15

(920) 471-7824 dennergb@hotmail.com



Camp 8 Newsletter
Dennis Jacobs
329 N. Jackson Street #5

Green Bay, WI 54301
dennergb@hotmail.com

OSHKOSH and the OLLD ABE Camp

In 1885 the Old Abe Camp, located in Oshkosh, was the largest SUV camp in Wisconsin. Old Abe was the
famous mascot of the 8th Wisconsin Infantry, popularly known as the Eagle Brigade, a unit heavily involved in
the campaigns of the western armies. Old Abe the battle eagle became a real war hero - used for recruiting
during the war’s later years, attending veterans reunions for years after, and finally becoming a National icon
for Wisconsin.

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT US

Contact the officers on page 13 of this newsletter. Visit the Department of Wisconsin website, and Camp 8
WebPages, at www.suvew-wi.org. Also, visit the national SUVCW website at www.suvew.org. Camp 8 also has
a Facebook page at www.facebook.com/pages/Old-Abe-Camp-8-Sons-of-Union-Veterans-of-the-Civil-War-
SUVCW/192313178329.

Membership is open to male descendants of a Union Civil War soldier. Application is made through National,
Department, or local channels to become a member of a Camp. Some documentation about your ancestor is
required — assistance is available through the Camp.

Membership is also available for males who cannot prove lineage to a Civil War soldier.

The initial dues for a new member are pro-rated through the year, and an initiation fee does apply.

Contact the Jr. Vice officer below for information.

Join Old Abe Camp 8!

$40.00/yr. Annual Dues

For Membership, Contact:

Junior Vice Jeff Williams

970 Christian Drive, Oshkosh, WI 54901 Old Abe Camp 8 Sons of Union

(920) 237-4752 €6843d8@yahoo.com Veterans of the Civil War
(SUVCW)
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