Camp Orders 2011-05
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War
Grand Army of the Republic

“Old Abe” Camp #8
Wisconsin Department
Sept 14, 2011

Next Old Abe
Camp 8
Meeting
September 19th
Doors Open at
6:00 PM
Meeting starts at
7:00 PM
at

Omro Historical
Society building,
Omro, WI.
Downtown At the corner of
Madison and Main.
Wear Your

September Meeting
To Include Presentation
About Clothing From
The 1800’s
After the 4th of July parade in Omro we
ended up visiting for a while with a few of the
OHS members, including the new President of
that organization. His name is Scott Jorgenson,
and as it turns out his specialty is historical
clothing.
We also found out that he gives presentations
about historical clothing styles. So, it was only
natural that we invite him to be our featured
speaker at the upcoming September meeting!
Scott is interested in meeting the members of
Camp 8, and would like to take the opportunity
to discuss how we might come up with some
interesting joint projects involving our two
organizations.
It promises to be an interesting discussion,
and a unique opportunity to learn something new
about that time period. See you there!

Membership Badge
“Social Hour” before the
business portion begins.
Snacks & treats
are ALWAYS appreciated!

- Sept. 24th and 25th Old Wade House
Civil War Weekend
This annual event in Green Bush is recognized
as one of the biggest and best Civil War reenactments in Wisconsin. Confederate and Union
armies set up camp on the sprawling, wooded
grounds of Wade House. Visitors meet and
mingle with the troops as well as civilian sutlers.
Camp 8 is planning to again have its regular
display set up (next to the Kettle Corn vendor of
course), and we need volunteers to staff it
throughout the weekend.
• 9:00 A.M. Each day the camp opens to the
public. Participating Camp members should
be there at least 30 minutes early. The day
officially ends at 5:00 P.M., but the
campfires burn late into the night.
• Battlefield activity starts with a 11AM
skirmish culminating in a full scale battle at 2
PM.
Participants should come expecting to spend
the day visiting with members of the paying
public who come to the event to learn about the
Civil War. A uniform is not needed, but wear
your membership badge if you have one.
More information is available from the Wade
House website at:
http://wadehouse.wisconsinhistory.org/Events/Ev
entDetail/Event203.aspx

Contact Camp Commander Vince
Barker for information about the work
schedule and admission tickets.

Observations Of September 1861
By Sr. Vice Jim Schumann

•

•

Lincoln had to ask John C. Fremont to "modify" his August proclamation
freeing all slaves belonging to Confederate sympathizers in Missouri; thus
were the first halting steps towards emancipation begun, even though
Lincoln made sure this was not enforced, lest he offend the slave states still
loyal to the Union.
Kentucky's tenuous neutrality became moot, as Confederate forces occupied
Columbus; in response, a Federal force under a newly appointed Brig Gen
(US Grant) occupied Paducah - war had come to Kentucky, and it would be
a bloody affair.

Camp 8 Display at Wade House in 2008.
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Commander’s Remarks

Camp 8
10 Years Ago
•

•
•
By Camp Commander
Vince Barker
Greetings Brothers,
Our summer camp activities are
already winding down but we do have a
couple key events remaining. More on
those in a minute. First, Camp 8 was
fairly busy this summer conducting
headstone dedications and participating
in parades and living histories. On
August 13th we conducted a headstone
dedication in Manawa for Pvt. Zebulon
Williams, 141st NY INF. It was a great
event with a dozen family members in
attendance. Luann Williams, wife of
descendant Ken Williams read a
moving biography and tribute to Pvt.
Williams and the family made a
substantial financial donation to the
camp. Their generosity is greatly
appreciated.
On September 24-25 we will again
be manning our information/recruiting
event at the Wade House Civil War
Weekend in Greenbush. We always
need brothers to help man our tent fly
so please try to attend. When you
arrive at registration tell them you are
with Old Abe Camp # 8, SUVCW, and
you will be admitted at no charge.
Please wear your badge.
On October 8th we will be
conducting a dedication service in
Bowler as part of the Mohican History
Conference. The ceremony begins at
3pm. Details are in this newsletter. It
is a great honor for us to be included in
Native American ceremonies so please
try to attend. We have conducted
Native dedications in the past and they
are indeed special.
Don't forget about our camp
meeting on Monday, 9/19, in Omro.
See you there,
In F, C, & L,
Vince

•

•

•

Featured speaker for the September
meeting was Dr. James Raymond, a
retired physician from the Oshkosh
area who studied CW medicine and
collected period medical instruments.
Camp 8 was selling raffle tickets for a
3-band 1861 Colt Musket (provided by
Colt Black Powder Arms).
The Camp Orders reported that a
nonprofit group said it found the
remains of the USS Arizona, a Union
gunboat that caught fire and sank in
the Mississippi River in 1865. The
wreckage was found about 40 miles
south of New Orleans in 100 feet of
water, near the mouth of the river.
The Camp Orders report that the
Appleton Post Crescent carries a story
about how members of Camp 8, and
Auxiliary 6 restored a GAR stained
glass window in Christ Congregational
Church in Clintonville, WI. Camp 8
conducts a service of re-dedication
during a special Church service.
The Military Veterans Museum in
Oshkosh announces it’s intention to
break ground in the near future for a
new building. Camp 8 volunteers to
help provide a CW exhibit for the
museum, and considers joining the
museum as an organization member.
The Camp Orders contains the
meeting minutes of Edward S. Bragg
Auxiliary 6. They report there are two
active auxiliaries in Wisconsin, #4 in
Milwaukee, and #6 attached to Camp
8 in Omro.

2011
Camp Calendar
September 17th
Floral Hill Cemetery-New London
Cemetery Walk
September 19th
Camp 8 regular meeting.
Omro, WI
September 24 – 25th
Civil War re-enactment
Old Wade House, Greenbush, WI
October 8th
Grave dedications (multiple)
Mohican Indian Reservation
Bowler, WI
Contact Kim Heltemes for
information.
Novermber 21st
Camp 8 regular meeting.
Omro, WI (to be confirmed)
Bean Supper (to be confirmed)
Election of Officers for 2012

GAR
Members Of
Wisconsin
GAR photo showing
members of the
Lysander Cutler Post
# 55 in Wausau.
By Vince Barker
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Milwaukee To
Dedicate Monument
To Civil War General
Rufus King
PDC Kent Petersen (Camp 1) has invited
members of Camp 8 to attend the
upcoming dedication of a new Brig.
General Rufus King historic site marker
located in downtown Milwaukee. This
event will take place on Sunday, Oct. 9,
2011 at 1:30 p.m. at the northeast corner of
E. Mason and N. Van Buren Streets.
Petersen
reports
“the
marker
commemorates the location of Rufus
King's home in pre-Civil War Milwaukee.
King came to the Wisconsin Territory in
1845 where he was editor and part owner
of the Milwaukee Sentinel and Gazette.
He served as a member of the 1848
Wisconsin constitutional convention that
brought Wisconsin into the Union, was
superintendent of public schools in
Milwaukee and a regent of the University
of Wisconsin-Madison. During the Civil
War he was appointed a brigadier general
of volunteers and organized what became
known as the famous “Iron Brigade.

With the Civil War sesquicentennial
upon us, we believe it is an appropriate
time to commemorate his civic leadership
during a crucial period in our country and
state's history.

Milwaukee County Historical Society
and the Sons of Union Veterans of the
Civil War (SUVCW) have sponsored the
historical marker. Funding for the marker
was provided the SUVCW with site and
placement support by Northwestern
Mutual.”

Camp 8 Patriotic
Instructor Studies For
Gettysburg Battlefield
Guide Test
Bill Parker recently reported that he is
intending to study towards being a
licensed Gettysburg Battlefield Guide.
He reports that he will have 3 hours
to answer about 245 questions of
multiple
choice
that
include
identification of monuments and
important people in photos, and an essay
section.
The next test should be in December
2012. Next would be a practical test in
February 2013 - a 3 day event that
includes 2 days of classroom, and finally
giving a tour to a Park Ranger and LBG.
Bill says that any help or
recommendations from his fellow
SUVCW
members
would
be
appreciated! See the last page for Bill’s
contact information.
Biographical information courtesy of
C.K. Pier Camp 1 Rufus King was born in New York
City in 1814. His grandfather, also
named
Rufus
King,
represented
Massachusetts in the Constitutional
Convention 1787 and in 1796 was
appointed by President Washington as an
ambassador to Great Britain. After
graduation from Columbia College,
where his father, Charles King, served as
president, He graduated near the top of
his class from the Military Academy at
West Point in 1833. In 1836, he resigned
from the Army Corps of Engineers to
enter the field of newspaper publishing.
In 1845, Rufus King moved to
Milwaukee. He became the editor-inchief and part owner of the Milwaukee
Sentinel, turning the newspaper into a
powerful voice in politics, first for the
Wisconsin Whig party and later the
Republicans.
King was a member of the second
Wisconsin constitutional convention,
which in 1848 saw Wisconsin achieve
statehood.
He was also greatly involved in
public education. In 1846 he became the
first president of the Milwaukee board of
school commissioners. In 1859 he
became superintendent of schools in
Milwaukee. In addition, he was a
member of the first board of regents of

Mike Bouchette
Recovering From
Heart Surgery
Mike is resting at home after having
heart surgery on Sept. 7th at AMC in
Appleton.
Mike reports the doctors tell him he is
doing well, and he was sent home just 4
days after the surgery. Mike is expecting
a long recovery.
Mike can be reached by e-mail at:
mdbouchette@new.rr.com.

Message From
The Department
Patriotic Instructor
By Brian McManus
I am including a reference to the
SUVCW Commander-in-Chief's General
Order #3, at: http://suvcw.org/go/go0311.htm.
On September 11th, and for 30 days,
all membership badges and Dept. and
Camp Charters are to be draped in black
in rememberance of the 9-11-2011 attacks.
Fly your flags as often as possible
during these 30 days. Please take a few
moments to reflect and give thanks for
those men and women who sacrificed, and
continue to sacrifice for our freedoms.
the University of Wisconsin.
In 1861, King was appointed to be
minister to the Papal States in Rome by
President Lincoln, but when the Civil War
broke out, he volunteered for military
service. Commissioned as a brigadier
general, he organized the 2nd, 6th, 7th
Wisconsin and 19th Indiana Volunteer
Infantry Regiments into what came to be
known as the famous Iron Brigade.
His brigade participated in the Second
Battle of Bull Run, but King missed it with
a bout of epilepsy. The brigade also fought
at
Antietam,
Fredericksburg,
Chancellorsville and Gettysburg. As the
attacks of epilepsy became more frequent,
he resigned his commission and filled out
his ministerial appointment in Rome.
He passed away on October 13, 1876 in
New York and is buried in Grace
Churchyard in Jamaica, New York.
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Weyauwega Soldiers Monument Mystery
by Mike Wertel
Editors Note: Newer members may not be
aware that Mike Wertel has been working
on a detailed book about Wisconsin’s Civil
War monuments

Kim Heltemes’ photo from
the July “Camp Orders”.
The mystery photograph of a
Weyauwega soldiers’ monument in the last
newsletter submitted by Brother Kim
Heltemes is a rare photograph indeed. The
picture shows seven men, one seated in a
wagon drawn by two horses, surrounding
the base of a soldier monument.
Unfortunately, the top portion of the
monument is not shown making
identification difficult. The defining clue,
however, to the identity of this monument,
is the sign you see at the base which reads:
“Soldiers Monument of Weyauwega
Erected by Wm Melzer of Clintonville Wis
Unveiled July 4th ‘01”.
In 1901, the contract for a soldiers’
monument went to William Melzer, a stone
cutter from Clintonville, for $1,391.12.
Mr. Melzer donated $500 to the Soldiers’
Monument association, leaving a balance
of $891.12, a sum already collected by the
Weyauwega
Soldiers’
Monument
Association. Melzer delivered the stone
work about July 1. The monument
committee then recommended a copper
statue be chosen to rest upon the pedestal
of Melzer’s monument. Although the price
for the statue itself was higher in price than
granite, as well as for cast bronze, they
decided the copper statue would be more
durable, and clearer and better in detail
than what could be achieved in either
granite or bronze. The figure was then
contracted out to Friedley & Voshardt of
Chicago, who made the seven foot high
statue out of heavy sheet copper weighing
32 oz. to the square foot.
The stone for the pedestal is Barre
granite, and is highly polished, with the
foundation 4 feet 7 inches square, and five
feet deep, laid with rubble stone in
Portland cement. From the original

specifications, we get a complete idea of
the dimensions: “The bottom base will
be 4 ft. 8 in. x 4 ft. 8 1/4 in. rock faced
with a top marginal line axed; another
base 3 ft. 2 square and 1 ft. high,
polished, will rest on this, then a round
die 2 ft. 6 2-6 in. in diameter, and 3 ft. 8
in. high, surmounted by a pretty cap 2 ft.
10 in. x 2 ft. 10 1/2 in. in diameter, the
total height of this pedestal being 8 ft. 1
in.”
The location for the monument then
came under discussion, with various
parties suggesting the intersection of
Mill and Alfred streets, some the
intersection of Main and Mill streets, and
a few recommending it be placed in a
more obscure corner of the park. The
monument committee finally agreed,
however, to place the finished monument
within the intersection of Mill and
Summer streets, then a prominent
location in Weyauwega, which was also
the center of the city park, a location
commanding a view from four
directions. Once the decision was
confirmed, a mound eight feet square
and bordered with heavy curbstone was
to be built. The monument was then
unveiled and dedicated at the July 4th
celebration, the first soldiers’ monument
erected in Waupaca county. In the
photograph submitted by Kim, you can

see the rubble encased in Portland cement.
The mound and curbstone came later.
A view of the completed monument,
situated within the intersection of Mill and
Summer streets, can be see in the
accompanying real photo post card from
my collection. The view is certainly
unique, with wagon wheel tracks showing
the use of this intersection by early
Weyauwega residents.
One cannot,
however, tell in which direction the
monument faces. A southern orientation
would be a good supposition.
With the advent of automobiles, the
monument became a hazard, and sometime
during the 1930s was toppled over when
struck by a speeding motorist. The
monument was then relocated to its present
day location at the southeast corner of
South Mill and East Summer streets, in
front of the Weyauwega Family Medical
Clinic, just east of the Taggart Civil War
monument.
The photograph is a fascinating early
glimpse documenting an important
moment in the history not only of
Weyauwega, but also to the larger
historical community to which we all
belong. Photographs like this, thanks to
Kim, return to us a much more full
meaning of the sacrifices the veterans of
1861-1865 gave for us, their blood and
cultural descendants.

Photo provided by Mike Wertel.
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Pvt. Zebulon Williams
Grave Dedication
On August 13th Members of Camp 8, and
the family of Civil War Veteran Zebulon
Williams of the 141st. NY Inf gathered to pay
respects over his grave, now marked by a new
headstone thanks to the efforts of Camp 8
members.
The grave was located in the Little Wolf
Cemetery near Manawa. Camp 8 conducted a
traditional GAR burial grave side memorial
service. Luann Williams reported it was
something she would never forget – a sentiment
appreciated by the Camp members.
Participating Camp 8 members are shown with
members of the Williams family. Photo by
Kirby Scott

After the ceremony, Camp 8 members
spent time visiting with the Williams
family. The family provided snacks
and refreshments for everyone – that
were very much appreciated! Photo by
Kirby Scott.

Close up of the new
grave marker,
along with the
ceremony
accoutrements. At
right – the musket
squad provides a
volley in salute.
Photos provided
courtesy of
Luann Williams

July Camp 8 Meeting
The July meeting was held at
the site of the Walter Beltz
Church located North of
Auroraville on Hwy 49.
The meeting was kept short
(too hot!), and when severe
weather threatened, we moved
inside the old Church building
to finish our meal and review
upcoming events. Thank you to
Kurtis Kirk for making all the
arrangements and doing the
cooking (which was very
good)!
Photos courtesy of Kirby Scott.
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Stevens Point Living History
Story and Photos By Kirby Scott
Those of us who went to the Stevens Point living
history on August 27 & 28 had a nice sunny weekend
this year. Even though the crowds were small the
people who did come out were able to to thoroughly
enjoys themselves. We set up our display this year
under a large tree so as to have shade throughout most
of the day. Jim Schumann had his large display which
always attracks a crowd.
Some of us spent the night camped out in the park
in our tents after a night of sitting around a campfire
telling stories and enjoying some irish whiskey. Jim
Schumann did it the old fashioned way Saturday
evening and camped out under a tree with no tent but
did have a squirrel throwing acorns at him most of the
night.
Terry Stults was there with his medical tent and if
something would have gone wrong there was an
undertaker right next door to finish the task. Dave
Dresang put 2 soldiers through drills for the public to
watch while Jim Schumann had the cutest little girl
officer put him though his paces.
The night time cannon firing over the Wisconsin
river was awesome and we had a good size crowd for
the viewing. Prior to this year's cannon firing over the
river there was also a musket volley fire.
On Sunday Brian Peters was interviewed by
Christine Souders from WAOW TV Channel 9 in
Wausau and looked really good in his hat according to
some of our members.
All in all it was a really great weekend and we look
forward to doing it again in August of 2012.

OLD ABE CAMP MEETING MINUTES,
JULY 18, 2011
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Meeting opened at 7:00 P.M. –Walter Beltz Church-Auroraville.
Cookout and feast preceeded the meeting.
Motion to donate $100.00 to the “Field Of Honor” museum was carried over to the September meeting.
Motion to donate $75.00 to the department patriotic fund was passed.
Donation of funds to the flag restoration project at the Oshkosh Public Museum was carried over to September meeting for further
discussion.
A round of applause for Kurt and Anne for all the work they did setting up the cookout and meal.
Aug. 13, 2011-Manawa-Williams dedication-11:00 A.M. See the next short newsletter for details.
Aug. 27-28,2011-Stevens Point CW living history event. See the next short newsletter for details.
Sept. 17,2011-Floral Hill Cemetery-New London. New London Public Museum is hosting a Civil War cemetery walk with tours
conducted all morning. See www.newlondonwi.org/museum.htm
Sept. 23-24-25,2011-Wade House CW event. More details will follow.
Sunday, Oct. 8,2011-Mohican Community Hall-Bowler-Dedication and powwow-3:00 P.M. More details will follow.
If anyone knows anything about a monument in Weyawega, pictured in the 2011-04 camp orders, please inform Kim Heltemes about
it.
Wisconsin is hosting the 2013 SUVCW National Emcampment in the Milwaukee area.
The July 17 open house at the Auroraville church went well.
Closed at 7:30 P.M.

Submitted by PCC Alan O. Petit, Secretary Old Abe Camp #8, Dept. of Wisconsin
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Camp 8 is planning to participate in this event at the invitation of the Mohican Nation. A grave side memorial
service for tribal Civil War soldiers buried in their cemetery is in the planning.
Find out more at the Camp meeting. Volunteers will be needed. Talk to PCC Kim Heltemes if you can help.
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Camp 8 Newsletter
Randy Novak
641 Bowen St.
Oshkosh, WI 54901

Camp 8, Based in Omro, WI
SUVCW, Part of the
Veterans - Patriotic
Community in Wisconsin
Since 1863

Join Old Abe Camp 8!
Full Membership
$40.00/yr. Annual Dues
Kirby Scott
2545 West Waukau Ave.,
Oshkosh, WI 54904
(920) 858-1916
Kirby.scott.camp8@gmail.com

Camp Officers for 2011
Commander – Vince Barker
W6109 Colonial Drive
Appleton, WI 54914
(920)993-0676
vbarker@new.rr.com
Senior Vice – Jim Schumann
842 Harmel Ave.
Oshkosh, WI 54902
(920)235 - 0648
jschumann@new.rr.com
Junior Vice Commander – Kirby Scott
2545 West Waukau Ave.
Oshkosh, WI 54904
(920)858-1916
kirby.scott.camp8@gmail.com
Secretary – PCC Alan Petit
E7602 Cutoff Road
New London, WI 54961 (920)982-2374
apetitsuvcw@hotmail.com

OSHKOSH and the OLD ABE Camp
In 1885 the Old Abe Camp, located in Oshkosh, was the largest SUV camp in
Wisconsin. Old Abe was the famous mascot of the 8th Wisconsin Infantry,
popularly known as the Eagle Brigade, a unit heavily involved in the campaigns of
the western armies. Old Abe the battle eagle became a real war hero - used for
recruiting during the war’s later years, attending veterans reunions for years after,
and finally becoming a National icon for Wisconsin.

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT US
Contact the officers shown below. Visit the Department of Wisconsin website,
and Camp 8 WebPages, at suvcw-wi.org. Also, visit the national SUVCW website
at suvcw.org.
Membership is open to male descendants of a Union Civil War soldier.
Application is made through National, Department, or local channels to become a
member of a Camp. Some documentation about your ancestor is required –
assistance is available through the Camp.
Membership is also available for males who cannot prove lineage to a Civil
War soldier.

Treasurer – Kurtis Kirk
W2154 Cottonville Ct.
Berlin, WI 54923
(920) 361-1194
kkirk000@centurytel.net
Patriotic Instructor – William Parker
351 17th St North
Wis. Rapids, WI 54494 (715) 424-2627
wildbill@wctc.net
Chaplain – Dan Wilson
3616 S. Berryfield Lane
Appleton, WI 54915
(715) 258-9272
danwilly@yahoo.com
Graves Registration – Don Jager
Unit 61322, Box 811
APO AE 09803
(817)551-5610
djager@vinnellarbia.com

Memorials – PCC Kim Heltemes
W2570 Archer Ave.
Pine River, WI 54965 (920)987-5911
heltemesk@vbe.com
Historian – PDC Randy Novak
641 Bowen St.
Oshkosh, WI 54901
(920)426-2763
randyknovak@hotmail.com
Camp Council
PDC Randy Novak
PCC Kim Heltemes
PDC Brian Peters
646 Rays Lane
Stevens Point, WI 544 (714)344-7924
peters@powercom.net
News Letter Editor – PDC Randy Novak
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